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Growth of Religions and Philosophic Thought
before the Upanisliads.

There are indeed a few traces left of a previous
growth in the spiritual life of the Brahmans, and
we must dwell for a moment on these antecedents
of the Upanisliads, in order to understand the
point from whence the Vedanta philosophers
started. I have often pointed out that the real
importance, nay the unique character of the Veda
will always be, not so much its purely chrono-
logical antiquity, great though it be, as the
opportunity which it affords us of watching the
active process of the fermentation of early thought
We see in the Vedic hymns the first revelation
of Deity, the first expressions of surprise and
suspicion, the first discovery that behind this
visible and perishable world there must be some-
thing invisible, imperishable, eternal or divine.
No one who has read the hymns of the Rig-veda
can doubt any longer as to what was the origin
of the earliest Aryan religion and mythology.
Nearly all the leading deities of the Veda bear the
unmistakable traces of their physical character.